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July, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
       [image: ]

Below is an article I recently submitted to the Conference Communications Team.  I wanted to share it with all of you, hoping others will want to help with our Prayer Station ministry.  As I mentioned on Sunday, we can help everyone grow in your life of prayer, and you can begin to pray for others with confidence.
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
It all started with a little book and the belief that we should be reaching folks outside the four walls of the sanctuary.  I heard about the book Five Little Words to Change a Life by Nick Savoca & Rozanne Savoca from Greg West, our Conference Superintendent.  It tells the story of Nick and Rozanne’s time with Youth with a Mission (YWAM).  They started taking groups to the streets of NYC and asking folks, “May I pay for you?”  It was a hit!  God blessed their efforts.  They called it a Prayer Station.
It seemed like our small prayer team could take this and run with it.  I shared the book, and others agreed.  We prepared six weeks of training and had 10 folks sign up.  Ken Barnes, formerly with YWAM, and one of his former students, Greg West, taught the folks at Laurel Hill GMC that “GO is 2/3 of GOD”.  It was a time of growing our faith.
Our church is about five minutes from the very popular Dorey Park Farmers Market.  We applied to have a Prayer Station in the Farmers Market, but our application was denied – so we prayed.  We ended up talking to a nice man at Parks and Rec, who explained that we have a First Amendment right to be everywhere in the park, except inside the Farmers Market.  God was working!  Every Saturday, we set up between the parking lot and the market under the blessed shade of several trees.  We may try another spot in a few weeks.
What is our normal schedule?  The market operates from 9 to noon.  We have 3 or 4 volunteers who work two shifts: 9-10:30 & 10:30-12.  The early shift arrives around 8:30 am and sets up the flag and table.  We also have a cooler with small water bottles that we give away.  As each shift begins, we pause to pray and invite the Holy Spirit to lead our prayers.  On the table are small booklets of the Gospel of John and invitation cards with information about Laurel Hill.  The last thing we have every Saturday is a brochure about Prayer Stations that we give to folks from other churches who ask about what we are doing.  We believe God will multiply this ministry all over the state of Virginia.
I will share one story from week 2: Frequently, people head to the market, decline the offer of prayer, and say they will stop by on the way back.  A woman walked up to me and said another team member had spoken to her on the way in, but she was praying with someone.  I offered to pray, and she accepted.  She requested a prayer for her family.  In the moment I paused, I heard the word forgiveness.  That was my prayer, and it visibly shook her.  She stood still after the prayer and spoke of how hard it is to forgive.  I felt God calling me to share part of my past, the story of how I was able to forgive the man who sexually abused me when I was a child.  She began to cry and shared that a family member had sexually abused her son.  She was convinced that I was the one she was supposed to pray with that day.
These kinds of stories happen over and over again at Dorey Park, when we share a simple question: “May I pray for you?”  The usual pattern seems to be 7 of 10 folks say yes.  Our teams easily pray for more than 100 folks per shift.  If this interests you, please read the book and share it with a few folks.  If the Prayer Team at Laurel Hill can help you to get started, WE WILL! 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
My prayer: Show us, Lord, the ones for whom we should be praying.  Lead us to the ones for whom you have us speak those five little words:  “May I pray for you?”   I pray for each one to discover the holy boldness within to pray for this fallen world, and recognize the evidence of evil all around us.  This I pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,
Pastor John

NOTES FROM PJ
· Please continue to place the names/initials of those for whom you are praying to come to the Lord on the back wall of the sanctuary.  As it grows, remember to take a pic on your phone and pray over it at home.
· If you accepted the 30 Day Agape Challenge…HANG IN THERE!  Jesus told this story in Luke 18:1-5: “1 Then Jesus told them a parable to show them they should always pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city, there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected people. 3 There was also a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later on he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor have regard for people, 5 yet because this widow keeps on bothering me, I will give her justice, or in the end she will wear me out by her unending pleas.’” NET











SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR JULY, 2026

7/5/26		  Communion
			  PJ at beach with grandkids
			  Preacher:  Rev. Tom Austin

7/12/26		  Series:  Letters of John
			  1 John 2:15-17
			  Sermon: “Loving the World”

7/19/26	         PJ at Lakefest in Clarksville
			 Preacher:  Rev. Ed Johnson			 
                  
                      7/26/26          Vacation Bible School Sunday
	Covered Dish Luncheon following                             	worship.
	 

[image: ]HAPPY BIRTHDAY-JULY, 2026
Dwight Bendle – July 9th
Bud Funk – July 12th 
George Kaloski – July 19th 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-JULY, 2026
 Hank and Ann Ragland – July 4th
Tyrone and Hilda Franklin – July 16th
Rev. Ed and Pam Johnson – July 13th 










FOR YOUR INFORMATION…

PLEASE JOIN THE MISSION TEAM on Tuesday, June 30th at 10 A.M. to assist in preparing bag lunches for the homeless.  Hope to see you here!
Thanks for your help.  Questions, call the office.
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   2026 Vacation Bible School

We are still in need of a few more volunteers to help with VBS.  If you can help or know of anyone who can help, please contact Janet Benford. Thanks! Our VBS Program is "Rainforest Falls: Exploring the Nature of God".   Our VBS will be held the week of July 20-24 from 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon.   If you know of any young people that could help, please let me know - Janet Benford (804) 543-7235.  Thanks!

MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES
The Missions Team has developed a Policy for Distribution Requests.  Please review this policy and complete a request form if you wish to request funds for consideration for mission support opportunities.  

The next meeting is scheduled for July 8 at 1:00 p.m. in the Bible Study room in the back of the Social Hall.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Please continue to bring school supplies during July as that is when they are usually on sale.  Thanks for your support, and any other items you think would be appropriate for the shoeboxes are welcome.

THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL will meet on Tuesday, July 14th, at 11:30 A.M. to have lunch at either the Boathouse at City Point or at the Island Shrimp Company.  Hope you will come and enjoy the company and food.


MEMBERSHIP UPDATE SHEETS…Located on the table in the hallway and in this newsletter, are new sheets to update any changes to your information that is currently in the Church Directory or to add new information.  If you wish to have your name in the directory, and it is not listed as of now, please fill out a sheet and return it in the offering plate, give it to Ben Wilson or the church office.  If you do not have any changes to your information you will not need a new sheet. To stay current, we will update our directory each June and December.
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FISH NEWS:                             		                                    
We have a couple special events coming up this summer.  Sunday, July 12 through Saturday, July 18, Mexico Restaurant on Williamsburg Road is hosting a “Spirit Week” for FISH.  Hopefully you will take some time to go have a meal or two during this week.   This is an easy and delicious way to support FISH. 
 
Our annual BBQ luncheon will be held at Fort Lee Baptist Church on Sunday, August 9 from 11:30am to 1:30 p.m. The price is $12 and includes:  BBQ sandwich, Cole slaw, green beans, baked apples, a beverage plate and dessert.  The flyer is attached in the newsletter. Tickets are limited and required, so watch the bulletin to learn when tickets will go on sale.
 
During May we gave financial support to 3 households with 4 adults and 3 children.  We also gave in-kind assistance to 9 households with 12 adult and 2 children. We gave out 59 bags of food and 142 clothing and household items.
 
We will collect school items for both July and August.  We really need bookbags for July.
 
Thank you for your dedication to help FISH meet the needs of our neighbors.

                                                                 [image: Free Backpacks and Free School Supplies ...]
Items to collect for the following months
July = bookbags (any school supplies)
August = School Supplies

[image: Events at the Villages of Citrus Hills ...]WEEKDAY SCHOOL NEWS
We are approaching the middle of our summer program. The students have
adjusted very well to our routine. We welcomed several new families and
welcomed back our summer-only families. It’s good to see all of them.
The students are looking forward to Vacation Bible School later this month.
I just hope you’re ready for them because they’ll be coming with lots of
energy.
Since our summer program will only be in operation the first 2 weeks in
August, I thought it would be a good time to remind you of our summer
store’s opening on Tuesday, August 4th . We will remain open until August
6th to make sure we accommodate all of our students. However, the only
day we will need “Personal Shoppers” to assist us is Tuesday, August 4th
because everyone visits the store on opening day. This shopping
experience allows students to wake up their math skills, as well as make
responsible decisions about their purchases. If you would like to donate
supplies for our summer store, that would help us make this shopping
experience a pleasure for the students. Below are suggested items for your
convenience.
Composition notebooks Hats / Gloves / Mittens Bouncy Balls for Play
Loose-leaf paper Mini Backpacks

(Purses)

Puzzles / Board Games
Washable Markers Drawstring bags Coloring / Activity Books
Dry-Erase Markers Chapstick Stickers (All Kinds)
Glue Sticks Pocket-size hand sanitizer

Sketch Pads

2-pocket plastic folders Socks Pencils / Pencil Cases
Mini Pencil sharpeners Hair Bows / Accessories Colored Pencils
Please keep our program in your prayers. Our Fall program could use more
students so continue to spread the word. Thank you!

Margo Keeles, Director

FINANCE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS [image: Corporate finance and project finance ...]

The church is in dire need of additional tellers to process the Sunday offerings.  Teller responsibilities are as follows:

1.  Two persons, not of the same immediately family, shall count the offering after each service or collection;

2.  After counting, all receipts will be recorded on a teller sheet, the original teller sheet to be filed in the teller binder, and two copies will be made, one copy to the Treasurer and one to the Financial Secretary.  Any check stubs are to be stapled to the Treasurer's copy;

3.  Funds received shall be deposited promptly (same day, if possible) in the church financial institution (currently C&F bank).  The counting and paperwork normally lasts less than 60 minutes.

4.  Training will be provided by the Treasurer.

5.  If two tellers wish to be paired together on the rotating cycle, that is certainly fine.

Currently, we have a small rotating group of tellers, and two have asked to come off the teller list, so the church is in real need of tellers.  The more volunteer tellers we have, the fewer number of times you will be needed to count the offerings.

Please consider volunteering for this duty.  
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