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August, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
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Being part of a new movement in Methodism for the last 2.5 years has been exciting!  The leaders of the Global Methodist Church in Virginia do not want LHGMC to become a new version of our former denomination, like ‘UMC 2.0.’  Instead, their desire for us is to be a movement to advance the Kingdom of God.  Denominations sit and call people to them.  Does that sound familiar?  Movements go out and seek to make disciples who make more disciples.  
This is a different way of thinking and doing.  Our first reaction will be, “We never did it that way before.”  That’s a true statement.  It’s the same for me.  I was trained in Church Growth, where the goal is to “gain and retain.”  To move in a new direction takes time – “You can turn a battleship around, but you can’t turn it on a dime.”  To move in a new direction takes conversation.  This article is the beginning of that conversation.
First, let me offer a vision from Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  The vision: Laure Hill Global Methodist Church, where disciples gather, grow, and go to build the Kingdom of God.
This verse from Acts 1 embodies outward movement, which leads to the first tension: Proximity.  Do we focus on here or do we go there?  A congregation that embodies this type of outward movement must focus on both here and there.  LHGMC will be the place where Jesus Followers will gather and grow into disciples.  Many (or most) of these disciples can be sent beyond the four walls of our building.  This pattern of reproducing and sending can become the new normal for us, but those we send out – they will keep the multiplication going.
Second, look at Acts 13:1-3 “1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.”
This is the second tension: Priority.  Do we prioritize growing or sending?  Both need to be a priority for movement to continue.  We will continue to count how many are sitting in worship, but we will also need to count those we will be sending.  In fact, we will become a reproducing, multiplying congregation that celebrates the sending.  Soon, we will have a Commissioning to celebrate a new season of ministry for one of our members.
Third, I need to turn to the question of resources.  A couple of years ago, we started tithing to missions.  Some were very cautious about this change because they held a scarcity view of resources.  God has provided an abundance for missions; at the same time, we paid off our loan for disaffiliation.  Between those, we find the last tension: Provision.  Do we fund buildings or church planting?  Since we already have a building, the question is more like, “Do we expand our church buildings or fund new churches?”  Like every tension, the answer is we do both.  
If we develop a mission to plant churches (how many?) in RVA and beyond, it will take funding.  All of this information about the tensions between being a sitting church or a sending church comes from the book, “Hero Maker: Five Essential Practices for Leaders to Multiply Leaders” by Dave Ferguson and Warren Bird.  (Chapter 11, The Tensions of Hero Making)  They suggest moving to a tithe for church planting.  Such a decision is in the future, but we need to be thinking about all these tensions as we dream and seek God’s direction.  
In Acts 17, Paul and Silas are in Thessalonica preaching that Christ had risen.  Those who opposed this message gathered a mob to get them.  Listen to the accusation they make: Acts 17:6 “But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, 'These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”  If the Early Church had stayed in Jerusalem, building up bigger and bigger congregations, would they have been able to turn the world upside down?  Of course not!  We are being called by God to build the Kingdom far beyond our comfortable pews.  

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
My prayer: Lord, we thank you for the growth You brought to Laurel Hill through the seasons of our congregation.  Help us turn our eyes to the fields that are ripe for harvest. (John 4:35)  Give us a vision for reaching out to build up Your Kingdom and show us the extent of our own kingdoms built through the years.  This I pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,

Pastor John

HAPPY BIRTHDAY-AUGUST, 2026 [image: ]
Pam Johnson – August 1st	Lois Miller – August 7th
	Betsy Gottwald – August 2nd   Regina Humphrey – August 15th 
	Barbara Wendel – August 4th   Debra Deane – August 17th 
	Carole Givens – August 4th     Sara Nelson – August 18th 
	Gail Dagenhart – August 7th    Rachel Hawk – August 21st  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-AUGUST, 2026
Mark and Lela Hall – August 28th 

SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR AUGUST, 2026

8/2/26		Communion
			Series:  Letters of John
			1 John 2:18-19
			Sermon:  “The End Times and The Antichrist”

8/9/26		Preachers:  Birt & Penny Cory
			
8/16/26		1 John 2:20-23
			Sermon:  “Your Charisma”
			 
                          8/23/26            1 John 2:24-27
						Sermon:  “Orthodoxy”

		        8/30/26		1 John 2:28-29
						Sermon:  “No Shame”	

                   
FOR YOUR INFORMATION…


MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES

THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL … The next Laurel Hill Ladies meeting should be Tuesday, August 11th. However, since there has been few in attendance the past 2 months, we will not meet unless there are at least 6 who will go to lunch.  Please call Joanne (795-5204) or text (338-7078) if you intend to go this month.  Thank you.



YOUR NEW JULY EDITION OF THE CHURCH DIRECTORY is on the table in the hallway.  Be sure to pick one up.  Check your information and let Ben Wilson know if any changes need to be made in the next edition in December.  Thank you to Ben for keeping us up to date with information.
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Items to collect for the following months
August = School Supplies
 
We have a couple special events coming up this summer.  Sunday, July 12 through Saturday, July 18, Mexico Restaurant on Williamsburg Road is hosting a “Spirit Week” for FISH.  Hopefully you will take some time to go have a meal or two during this week.   This is an easy and delicious way to support FISH. 
 
Our annual BBQ luncheon will be held at Fort Lee Baptist Church on Sunday, August 9 from 11:30am to 1:30 p.m. The price is $12 and includes:  BBQ sandwich, Cole slaw, green beans, baked apples, a beverage plate and dessert.  The flyer is attached in the newsletter. Tickets are limited and required, so watch the bulletin to learn when tickets will go on sale.
  
We will collect school items for August.  We really need bookbags. 
 
Thank you for your dedication to help FISH meet the needs of our neighbors.

FINANCE NEEDS YOUR HELP - $$$$

The church is in dire need of additional tellers to process the Sunday offerings.  Teller responsibilities are as follows:

1.  Two persons, not of the same immediately family, shall count the offering after each service or collection;
2.  After counting, all receipts will be recorded on a teller sheet, the original teller sheet to be filed in the teller binder, and two copies will be made, one copy to the Treasurer and one to the Financial Secretary.  Any check stubs are to be stapled to the Treasurer's copy;
3.  Funds received shall be deposited promptly (same day, if possible) in the church financial institution (currently C&F bank).  The counting and paperwork normally lasts less than 60 minute.
4.  Training will be provided by the Treasurer.
5.  If two tellers wish to be paired together on the rotating cycle, that is certainly fine.

Currently, we have a small rotating group of tellers, and two have asked to come off the teller list, so the church is in real need of tellers.  The more volunteer tellers we have, the fewer number of times will you be needed to count the offerings.

Please consider volunteering for this duty.  

Thank you.

John Turner
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