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Let’s start off by defining some terms:  The End Times: We have been in the end times ever since Jesus ascended into heaven following His resurrection.  Acts 1:11
1 Thessalonians 4:16
The Antichrist: Revelation 13 describes a beast coming out of the sea.  

Evidence of the end v. 18
John knew the words of Jesus recorded in Mark 13:32-36  As time is getting shorter, God is going to allow much evil to be unleashed on our world.  This is clearly true by just a casual reading of Revelation.  He will also cause great power to be seen.  Many will be saved!  There will be an increase in signs and wonders, just like in the Early Church.   Revelation 12:11-12
John is warning all of us that we have a little time left.  2 Peter 3:3-9  
We are one day closer to the return of Christ than we were yesterday. Matthew 24:36

Some in the church deny that Jesus is coming back.  Some in the church are obsessed with the fulfillment of Biblical prophecy.  This took off in 1970 with Hal Lindsey's book “The Late Great Planet Earth.”  What about the majority of the church?  They are in the middle.  Where are you?  We need to recognize that a spiritual battle is raging right now!  Scripture provides what we need to understand the battle:
· GET FREE FROM STRONGHOLDS 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
· STOP FIGHTING AGAINST PEOPLE Ephesians 6:12-13 
· PUT ON THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD AND PRAY Ephesians 6:14-18 “

Looks like folks were leaving, v. 19
John explains this “spirit of antichrist” in 1 John 4:1-3 
Docetism.  In general, they taught that the material world is evil and the spiritual world is good.  For them, it was inconceivable that God would take on human flesh, so they believed Jesus only “seemed to be” human. (dokeo – Greek for “to seem”)


Since we are talking about folks leaving one church to go to another, let me offer some practical advice:
You are thinking about leaving
The decision to leave a congregation should NEVER be based on feelings because those feelings have a habit of leading us astray.  If you are thinking about leaving, your first job is to pray, pray, and pray some more.  If God is telling you to stay, don’t even think about leaving!  If God is telling you to go, then speak to the pastor or leadership and leave with the full understanding that a new season of your journey with Jesus Christ lies ahead.

You are thinking about joining an independent church
After you have visited an independent church and you are “feeling” it might be a place for you, go to the pastor or leaders and ask for the contact information of some former members.  If asked why, just tell them you would like to hear about their experience leaving that congregation.  If the pastor or leaders object or give you excuses, RUN AWAY!  ’

John raises the possibility that they may not have been saved if they are so easily led astray.  Could that be the case today?  Right here?  In every congregation?  
When we see a lack of prayer and Bible study, or lives of members that look no different than the world, or a constant distraction by the cares of the world, then it is appropriate to consider the Parable of the Sower  (Matthew 13:1-23).  If there is no fruit, we need to at least consider the possibility of false converts in a congregation.  That’s also an easy fix – make Jesus your Lord and Savior… today!  Amen.

HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  When it comes to the return of Christ, are you one of those sides or are you in the middle?  Consider getting into the spiritual battle that rages today, and be sure to daily apply the full armor of God!
2 – Are you sure you are saved?  In the parable of the sower, most of the seed fell on ground that would not produce fruit.  What is the fruit of salvation in your life?
3 – Next week, pray for Rev. Birt Cory, who will be filling in for PJ.  August 16: 1 John 2:20-23 “Your Charisma”


